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The Association of Foreign Title Holders in Malta brings together the holders of bona fide 
titles of nobility. These titles form part of the Nobility in Malta and they have proud origins of 
their own, fully endorsed by leading and lawful authorities. 



The Association is an autonomous body and enjoys a Statute approved by the Assembly 
of Members at a General Meeting held on the 21st October 1995.  A Council  of Officers is 
elected  every  two  years  and  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Association.  Full 
membership  is  accorded  to the  holders  of  the  relative  titles  whilst  associate  membership  is 
offered to those persons proving their descent from the lawful grantee of a foreign title in terms 
of the Statute. 

Most of the individual members of the Association are themselves of very ancient, noble 
lineage. The Association acknowledges that other titled families in Malta are descended from its 
own members' illustrious predecessors. Some of those families claim titles of nobility founded 
on titles forming part of the Association of Foreign Title Holders in Malta. 

On  the  15th  August  1994,  His  Serene  Highness  Friedrich  Wilhelm  Ernst  Victor 
Alexander, Sovereign Prince of Lippe, Noble Lord of Biesterfeld, Count of Schwalenberg and 
Sternberg,  Hereditary  Burgrave  of  Vianen  and  Ameiden  near  Utrecht,  Grandmaster  of  the 
House Order of Lippe, extended his Royal recognition and patronage to all  members of the 
“August  group known,  as the Foreign Title  Holders  in Malta” whose titles  are endorsed by 
Burkes Peerage,  namely  The Prince  of  Selimbria,  The Duke of  Paganica  (in  abeyance),  The 
Marquis Bugeja (in abeyance), The Marquis Buttigieg De Piro, The Marquis Drago, The Marquis 
Mattei, The Marquis Scicluna, The Marquis Testaferrata, The Marquis Testaferrata Moroni Viani, 
The Marquis of Tiana, The Count Bernard, The Count of Casandola (in abeyance), The Count 
Gauci, The Count of San Paolino d'Aquilejo, The Count von Zimmermann (in abeyance), The 
Baron von Brockdorff, The Baron of Calaforno and Tummarello, The Baron della Gabella della 
Scannatura di Trapani, The Baron de Pausier, The Baron of Montagna di Marzo, The Baron of 
Ortigos, The Baron of San Paolino and The Baron Testaferrata Moroni Viani. 

The armorial bearings of the Association are the ancient arms of Malta incorporating the 
red rose of the Royal House of Lippe by special Royal decree.

FULL MEMBERS

1. The Prince of Selimbria His Excellency Magistrate Albert Borg Olivier de Puget Paleologo 
* LL.D., Ambassador for Malta to the United States of Mexico and to Brazil, Hereditary Noble  
Patrician of Rome

2. The Duke of Paganica (Title in abeyance)
3. The Marquis Bugeja (Title in abeyance)
4. The Marquis Buttigieg De Piro Anthony Buttigieg De Piro * K.St.J., E.R.K., G.C.L.J.(J), 

K.M.L.J., F.I.o.D., M.I.M., Knight Grand Cross Honorary of Justice of the Royal Order of 
St. Michael of the Wing of Portugal, Knight Honorary of the Royal Order of Our Lady of 
Vila  Vicosa  of  Portugal,  Knight  Grand  Cross  with  Collar  of  the  Military  Order  of  the 
Archangel St. Michael the Miraculous in Spain, Vice President of the St. John Rescue Corps 
Malta G.C., Commander in the Royal Guard of Honour of the Royal House of Portugal, The  
Marquis de Piro, Hereditary Knight of the Holy Roman Empire, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Rome,  
Hereditary Noble Patrician of Messina 

5. The Marquis  Drago  Henry  Drago *, The  Baron  della  Gabella  della  Scannatura  di  Trapani,  
Hereditary Knight of the Holy Roman Empire, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Rome, Hereditary Noble  
Patrician of Messina 

6. The Marquis Mattei Lieutenant Colonel John Bradshaw Mattei B.A. (Hons.), R.A. (Retd.), 
Hereditary Noble Patrician of Rome 

7. The Marquis Scicluna Marcus John Scicluna-Marshall *, Hereditary Knight of the Holy Roman  
Empire, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Rome, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Messina



8. The Marquis Testaferrata Joseph Philip Testaferrata Bonici *,  Hereditary Knight of the Holy  
Roman Empire, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Rome, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Messina 

9. The Marquis  Testaferrata  Moroni  Viani Salvatore  Testaferrata  Moroni  Viani  *,  Hon. 
Consul General of the Most Serene Republic of San Marino to Malta, Knight Grand Officer 
of the Equestrian Order of Saint Agatha of San Marino, The Baron Testaferrata Moroni Viani, 
Hereditary Knight of the Holy Roman Empire, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Rome, Hereditary Noble  
Patrician of Messina

10. The Marquis of Tiana His Excellency Anthony Zammit C.St.J., K.C.N., K.H.S., G.C.L.J. 
(J), K.M.L.J., Hon. Consul of the Republic of Chile to Malta 

11. The Count Bernard 
12. The Count of Casandola (Title in abeyance)
13. The Count Gauci Lieutenant Colonel Charles Anthony Gauci *  K.H.S., K.L.J. (J).  M.D., 

F.R.C.A., F.S.A.Scot.,  R.A.M.C.(Retd.),  Knight of the Military Order of the Archangel St. 
Michael  the Miraculous in Spain, Hereditary Noble  Patrician of   Rome, Hereditary Noble  in the  
Noblesse of Scotland

14. The Count of San Paolino d'Aquilejo Charles Vella Bonavita *, Hereditary Knight of the Holy  
Roman Empire, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Rome, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Messina

15. The Count von Zimmermann (Title in abeyance)
16. The Baron  von Brockdorff Lieutenant  Colonel  Edward  George  von  Brockdorff  E.D., 

K.O.M.R. (Retd.) 
17. The Baron della Gabella della Scannatura di Trapani Henry Drago *, The Marquis Drago,  

Hereditary Knight of the Holy Roman Empire, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Rome, Hereditary Noble  
Patrician of Messina

18. The Baron of Montagna di Marzo Alex Sceberras Trigona * LL.D., M.A. (Oxon.), Former 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Hereditary  Knight  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  Hereditary  Noble  
Patrician of Rome, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Messina

19. The Baroness of Ortigos Caroline Imperia Dingli Attard dei Baroni Inguanez  *, Hereditary  
Noble Patrician of Rome, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Messina 

20. The  Baron  de  Pausier The  Most  Noble  Stephen  Sant-Fournier  I.M.I.S.  *,  The  Count  
Fournier, Hereditary Knight of the Holy Roman Empire, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Rome, Hereditary  
Noble Patrician of Messina 

21. The Baron of Calaforno and Tummarello Anthony Rutter Giappone * LL.D., Hereditary  
Knight of the Holy Roman Empire, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Rome, Hereditary Noble Patrician of  
Messina 

22. The  Baron  of  San  Paolino John  Attard  Montalto  de  Ribera  *,  B.A.,  LL.D.,  M.E.P., 
Hereditary Knight of the Holy Roman Empire, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Rome, Hereditary Noble  
Patrician of Messina

23. The Baron Testaferrata Moroni Viani Salvatore Testaferrata Moroni Viani *, Hon. Consul 
General of the Most Serene Republic of San Marino to Malta, Knight Grand Officer of the 
Equestrian  Order  of  Saint  Agatha  of  San  Marino, The  Marquis  Testaferrata  Moroni  Viani, 
Hereditary Knight of the Holy Roman Empire, Hereditary Noble Patrician of Rome, Hereditary Noble  
Patrician of Messina

* Also entitled to be styled "Illustrissimo e Nobile" (The Most Illustrious and Noble) by Order of The Prince  
Grand Master Anton Manoel de Vilhena of the 11th of May 1725.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS



Liliane  Avellino dei  Marchesi  Drago et  dei  Baroni  della  Gabella  della  Scannatura di  Trapani 
I.T.E.C., M.I.P.T.I.* 
David Buttigieg de Piro dei Marchesi de Piro et dei Baroni di Budach B.Sc.* 
Louis Camilleri Preziosi dei Conti Preziosi LL.M., LL.D.*
Vincent Camilleri Ellul Bonici Mompalao dei Baroni di Castel Cicciano*
The Noble Jean-Pierre Chapelle Paléologo, The Contino di San Giovanni Lateranense *
Richard M. Chapelle de’ Conti di San Giovanni Lateranense A.C.S.*
Raymond Fenech Gasan dei Marchesi de Piro et dei Baroni di Budach*
Richard Fenech Gasan dei Marchesi de Piro et dei Baroni di Budach*
Camilla Louise Gauci-Alessi dei Conti Gauci et dei Marchesi della Taflia*
Angela Mifsud dei Marchesi de Piro et dei Baroni di Budach*
Charles Mark Said Vassallo dei Baroni di Ortigos, Count of the Byzantine Empire *
The Noble Sean Sant Fournier dei Conti Fournier et dei Baroni de Pausier *
The  Noble  Simon  Sant  Fournier  dei  Conti  Fournier  et  dei  Baroni  de  Pausier,  The  Count 
Tagliaferro* 
Sarah St. George, Countess von Zimmermann*
Martin Testaferrata Moroni Viani dei Marchesi et dei Baroni Testaferrata Moroni Viani LL.D., 
Hon. Consul of the Most Serene Republic of San Marino to Malta *
Roberta Tonna dei Marchesi de Piro et dei Baroni di Budach* 

* Also entitled to be styled "Illustrissimo e Nobile" (The Most Illustrious and Noble) by Order of The Prince  
Grand Master Anton Manoel de Vilhena of the 11th of May 1725.
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